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Stray Dogs of India

Photographer Michelle Lohutko of Portland Maine embarked on a five week journey through Calcutta 
and many of its surrounding villages of West Bengal, India. During this journey, she captured black & 
white images documenting the brutal life of street dogs trying to survive next to humans. Her goal was 
to capture the sweet nature of these dogs in spite of their low ranking in the Indian society.

There are millions of stray dogs in India, most of which reside in the already over crowded cities.  
According to CDC 75% of all rabies related human deaths per year occurs in India, of which 99% is 
caused by dog bites.  In Calcutta, over 12 people die every month from rabies.  Furthermore, 30,000 new 
cases of rabies related deaths are reported every year in India and many others go unreported, making 
this a humanitarian issue as well as an animal rights issue.

continued next page

DRIVING
MISS
DAISY

Miss Daisy is a sweet and loving 13-year old cat that wants to hang out with you and enjoy a cozy place 
to sleep. Miss Daisy loves people and enjoyed life as a well-loved neighborhood cat. Then something 
changed in her neighborhood. Children began shooting cats with BB guns. She is very affectionate 
but has been a little sensitive since being hurt. She has decided to remember her many wonderful 
experiences with people rather than the bad ones. If you can drive Miss Daisy home, please pay this 
beautiful girl a visit at the shelter. 

There is no adoption fee for Miss Daisy.
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photos by Michelle Lohutko

Animal control and health must be a high priority to minimize the spread of various diseases.  Until 
recently, there were no regulations in India, in part due to lack of education, funding and proper animal 
welfare laws.  Animal welfare is not merely an issue of emotion rather a critical need in Indian society.  
Lack of kindness and public awareness has led to increasing crimes against animals.  

Michelle’s work is intended to raise awareness about the stray dog population in India and to raise 
funds for supporting the benevolent work of ASHARI, the only organization in Calcutta that spays, 
neuters, vaccinates and shelters stray dogs. 
 
Michelle will donate 100% of the sales from photos sold at the Animal Refuge League;   
50% will go to ASHARI, while the other 50% will benefit the ARL’s spay/neuter fund. 
 
Be sure to stop by to see Michelle’s photos and future artists’ work!

T H E  R E F U G E

APRIL 1, 2009

COCKTAIL PARTY & SILENT AUCTION 

A NEW EVENT FROM THE ANIMAL REFUGE LEAGUE
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introducing toni mclellan
Meet Toni McLellan, the ARL’s Director of Operations since 
May 2008.  If I had to choose just two adjectives to describe 
Toni, they would be “compassionate” and (very) “competent.”  
Toni brings long experience and a passion for animal welfare 
to her job. She has the friendly, candid demeanor of a 
Midwesterner. “Most of my career has been about wildlife, but 
I have volunteered in the animal welfare field for many years.”

She worked for the U.S. Forest Service for 13 years as a 
wildlife biologist, covering 20 states. Toni, a native of Racine, 
Wisconsin, has also worked as a research scientist at UNH, 
and lives in Rochester, New Hampshire.  Her husband is a 
native New Englander and also a forester.  At present they 
have two female cats, Lucinda and Yoda, but Toni plans to 
adopt at least two special needs cats from the ARL. 

Proposed plate design pictured. Final design may differ slightly.

Yoda was rescued in Louisiana after Hurricane Katrina (where Toni was volunteering), and her story is a poignant one.  
The tiny kitten was found valiantly swimming, though her littermates and mother had drowned.  She was very sick and 
had to be treated for multiple illnesses and problems.  Yoda is a very lucky cat.
	    
Toni talks with intensity about animals with special medical needs, and older ones who are harder to find homes for. 
She mentioned the new special needs page on the ARL website.  “I have a special place in my heart for older animals.”  
Toni started an animal hospice program in one of her volunteer jobs before the ARL, and she is also the Regional Team 
Leader for the Disaster Animal Response Team (DART) in New Hampshire. Even on her vacations, Toni will often visit 
animal shelters and facilities.“My husband and I took a cross-country driving trip and were able to visit Best Friends 
Animal Sanctuary in Utah, a very impressive place.”  
	   
She has high praise for the ARL staff.  “I am so impressed with their level of dedication, creativity, and resourcefulness.”  
Toni is proud of the incredibly high adoption rate the ARL has – 92% of surrendered animals are placed.  (In the animal 
shelter world, an 80% placement rate is considered excellent.)  And the ARL staff does exemplary work with an outdated 
and too-small facility.  Toni says, “I look forward to the day when the ARL can build a new, modern facility so that we can 
do our jobs and control disease even better than we do now.”  She is enthusiastic about the new “dog manners” classes 
being offered at the ARL, Canine Manners and Puppy Kindergarten. 
       
Toni talked about the renovations being done to the lobby and multi-cat rooms at the ARL.  In this difficult economy, many 
more cats are being surrendered because owners have to move and can’t take a cat, or afford to support it.  The ARL has 
struggled this year with record numbers of cats and kittens needing adoption.  Toni mentions Miss Daisy, a lovely black 
and white cat who has been an ARL resident for more than a year, and would very much like to find a forever home.  She 
makes a special point to give Miss Daisy some affection every day.

let’s make it happen!
The ARL has teamed up with Planet Dog and an alliance 
of adoption proponents in Maine to sponsor the adopt 
specialty license plate initiative.

With 2,000 $25 purchases before September 1, we can 
make this a reality. Visit www.arlgp.org for details.
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support the life-saving programs of the
Animal Refuge League
Help us give animals a second chance at finding their way home. Your 
generous pledge helps us provide care for dogs, cats and small animals in 
need. Pledge at www.arlgp.org/support by clicking here - it’s fast and 
easy. From everyone at the Animal Refuge League, we thank you for your 
support.

lobby renovations complete!
When entering the main building of the Animal Refuge League of 
Greater Portland, visitors will get a much more enjoyable experience 
than they’re used to receiving in the past. Our new lobby is a warm, 
bright, and welcome space. 
“We wanted to create an entrance that would make people feel as 
comfortable as possible while acting as a central hub for the shelter,” 
Andrew Ferreira, Executive Director said. “When people come in, we 
want them to know that this is a place where animals are loved.” 

To make this possible, the shelter eliminated the rigid feel of the 
former lobby and opted for a more open and welcoming environment. 
The redesigned lobby features a separate entrance and reception 
desk for animal surrenders.  This was added to address the need for 
privacy in what often are very difficult decisions.

“We chose to use brighter colors and light colored wood in a more 
open concept to provide a professional but cheerful feel,” Ferreira 
said. The main reception desk as well as new the gift shop is situated 
in the new lobby to provide an easier flow of visitor traffic in and out of 
the shelter. In addition, a large window gives visitors an excellent view 
of the redesigned cat multi-area. We have created a cozy living room 
like surroundings in the multi-room so that potential adopters can 
interact with these cats in a home-like atmosphere. Please see our 
wishlist below for items we can use for the multi-room.

The renovated lobby also features original artwork and photographs 
that capture joys as well as the heartaches of animal welfare.

 “Our main objective was 
to create a space that 
downplays the fact that you’re 
in an animal shelter but rather 
a place of second chances 
and hope. I think we’ve 
successfully managed to do 
that,” said Toni McLellan, 
Director of Operations. 

Owning a cat may cut your risk of 
heart attack death, researchers at 
the University of Minnesota’s Zeenat 
Qureshi Stroke Research Center have 
found. During a ten-year study, subjects 
with cats were 40 percent less likely to 
die from heart attack than their catless 
counterparts. Feline companionship 
may actually help combat heart-harming 
stress and anxiety; a comparable effect 
has already been shown in studies of 
dog owners.
source AARP

multi-room wish list
small lounge chairs

ottomans
kitty jungle gyms
climbing furniture

climbing posts
small tables
kitty condos

if you have any of the items above you 
would like to donate, please bring them in!

fluffy to the rescue!

http://www.arlgp.org/support

